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1885. and though he defeated them it was at the cost of
his own life.

More votes       When Parliament reassembled after an autumn

o censure. ^^^ on ^e 19th of February,, votes of censure
were, of course, moved in both Houses by the
Leaders of the Opposition. In the House of
Lords, where Lord Salisbury had everything his
own way, the majority against the Government

Feb. 26. was 121. In the House of Commons the majority
in their favour was 14. There the situation was
curious and complex. The Government were
under double fire, which sometimes halves the risk
by drawing off dangerous shots. Sir Stafford
Northcote attacked them for backwardness and
indecision; Mr. Morley, on behalf of the Radicals,
complained that they had gone too far, and called
for the abandonment of the Soudan. The minority
was made up of Conservatives, discontented
Whigs, scandalised Radicals, and Parnellites, who
took every opportunity of protesting against the
administration of Lord Spencer. The Peers, at
least, voted on the merits of the case, and
expressed the opinion of men unconnected with
party. Scarcely any one outside the Cabinet, and
not every one in it, approved of Ministerial
vacillation. The verdict of public opinion, de-
clared, and perhaps formed, by newspapers, con-
demned Ministers for their desertion of Gordon,
though they had not in fact deserted him. For
their worst crime, which was sending him out, they
were not arraigned. Meanwhile Lord Wolseley
had found himself quite unable with the force at
his disposal to reconquer the Soudan, The only

iicMi's action of importance after the death of General
Earle was the gallant and successful defence of
"McNeilTs Zariba." Sir John McNeill, making
a reconnaissance from Suakim, was surprised by
Arabs, who broke through his Zariba, or earth-